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The Challenge of the Thousand Tongues 


By FrRAnciIs C. STIFLER 


HRISTIANS have every right to re- 

joice in the fact that this year of 

Our Lord, 1938, finds some portion 

of the Scriptures translated into a thou- 


There are, however, facts below the 
surface which present a solemn challenge. 
Nine tenths of the people might hear the 
Gospel, but not one fifth of them have 


sand tongues. It is an amazing achieve- heard it. Faithful missionaries have 
ment. Dr. Robert E. Speer given years of drudgery to 
out of his wide missionary | Aud now- reduce the spoken lan- 
observations estimates that : N 000 TONGUES guages of the jungles and 


nine tenths of the people of 
the world might now hear 
the mighty works of God in 
their own tongues. And 
the process goes on with 
undiminished zeal. It is 
likely that 1,020 languages 
will be found on the list by 
the close of this year. 

There is further cause 
for rejoicing in the con- 
tinued circulation of the 
Scriptures. For many 
years the Bible has far out- 
stripped all other books in 
circulation. Its transla- 
tion into all the principal 
languages of the world and hundreds of 
dialects besides guarantees the continu- 
ance of its unrivaled distribution. To 
blot it out of the life of the world, as its 
enemies more than once in the past have 
tried to do, is no longer even remotely 
possible. These thoughts bring spontane- 
ous hallelujahs to the Christian heart. 
Universal Bible Sunday, December 11, 
may be fittingly celebrated as a time to 
express this thanksgiving. 


1,008 languages in which the Scrip- 
tures have appeared 
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the islands to writing, and 
have laid the foundations 
thereby, not only for the 
publication of the Scrip- 
tures in the languages of 
their people’s hearts and 
homes, but also for the 
broader foundations for 
emancipation from primi- 
tive life and for growth into 
the stature of the fullness 
of Christian manhood and 
womanhood. Better foun- 
dations can no man lay. 

It is, however, the un- 
built superstructure which 
presents the challenge. In 
hundreds of the languages only a Gospel 
or two have been completed. In others, 
the translation made years ago now calls 
for revision. And, of course, there are 
many tribes who speak languages in 
which as yet no part of the Bible has ap- 
peared. There is work still to be done on 
the foundation. 

If, however, there were none of these 
hindrances; if some adequate portion of 
the Bible were obtainable in an accept- 
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able translation in every language that men 
speak, there is yet the appallingly inadequate 
number of books to be had. The Secretaries of 
the Bible Society, in their reports from foreign 
lands for 1937, were unanimous in their state- 
ments that many more than the number of 
volumes they distributed might have been sold, 
had they been able to secure them. The Society 
furnished its agents with all the books the 
budget would permit; but, before the year was 
out, the shelves were empty in the face of an 
undiminished demand. 

The Bible Society stands beside this magnifi- 
cent foundation laid in a thousand tongues, 
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fully equipped to do a major share in building 
the superstructure. Its workers are skilled in 
the techniques that have been developed over 
more than a century of service. All that it 
lacks are the materials. Here is a building that 
Christian people must erect. No one else will 
do it. It is built not for time, but for eternity. 
No bombs can destroy it. It belongs to the 
city that hath foundations whose builder and 
maker is God. Christians who pray “Thy king- 
dom come” can rise from their knees to no task 
more promising than this—to make the Scrip- 
tures available to their fellows who might have 
them, but do not. 


Scaling the High Andes for Christ 


Here are excerpts from the diary of a man who 
is risking his all to spread the Word in Peru. 
Secretary Ritchie adds two concluding paragraphs 


66 HAVE recently visited fifteen villages 

| in the department of Huancavelica, 

where the difficulties of travel are very 

great. In several places I was delayed for three 

or four days because of the impossibility of 
hiring animals to continue on the journey. 

“The backwardness of the people of this re- 
gion is lamentable. This is surely one of the 
most primitive districts that I have visited. 
The villages are mostly little hamlets of In- 
dians, almost all illiterate. Colportage, there- 
fore, is difficult here. Coca chewing is a favor- 
ite custom, so that they hardly note the lack of 
food when there is nothing to eat. The people 
are addicted to alcohol, so there is always much 
drunkenness. Their superstitions are innumer- 
able. Only the power of God, in the midst of 
such dense darkness, can lift souls out of their 
sins. 

“Tn each of these villages I visited from door 
to door. To men and women I have spoken of 
their salvation. Many have replied on hearing 
the reading of the Scriptures, ‘Sir, we have 
never heard tell of a Bible... .’ The Indians 
have rejoiced to hear the gospel read in their 
own language—Quechua. A much- 
esteemed woman in the district of Tambo said 
to me, ‘You speak the truth.’ She then called 
her husband and neighbors, that they might 
also hear the gospel. They were all filled with 
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A PERUVIAN MINING VILLAGE WHERE 
COLPORTAGE IS NOT EASY 


wonder as they listened to the reading of the 
Bible. 

“In the village of Cordoba I found responsive 
young people. My campaign was conducted 
first from door to door. Later the principal 
men of the place lent me their aid. Four young 
men went with me through the streets, offering 
the Scriptures. The comments were many and 
varied’ on this account: . ©. I explained to 
the people that the Bible had been written 
under divine inspiration; also that it had been 
read for many years in a strange language, 
but that now, thanks to the generous sacrifices 
of many devout souls, they might read it in 
their own tongue. 
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“There were some who had lived in other 
parts and knew of the Scriptures. One woman, 
moved by a kind of desperation, exclaimed: 
‘Sir, I wish that book,—it has been severely 
| prohibited, but I wish to read it.’ A man told 
me that years ago he had bought a Bible; then, 
convinced that it was a heretical book, had 
burned it. ‘But,’ he added, ‘I am now con- 
vinced that it is the truth.’ He bought a Bible, 
and promised this time to read it carefully. 

“In one village I visited the school, where I 
circulated many New Testaments and Gospel 
portions among the scholars. The teachers also 
bought Bibles. Here the Word was received 
joyfully; interested persons repeatedly came 
to my lodging, eager to know the blessed gospel 
of Our Lord. 

“When I arrived at the Santa Inéz mines, I 
had no money left with which to continue my 
journey, and there was no way to communicate 
with the office in Lima, because there is no serv- 
ice of communications in this place. But I de- 
cided to visit the road-building camps. To do 
this, it was necessary to go one and a half days 
over the cordillera. This proved to be one of the 
most laborious journeys of my life. Sundown 
found me alone out on the high mountains, and 
there in the intense cold I had to pass the 
night as best I could in the open. Next day 
everything was covered with snow. Amid this 
I went from camp to camp offering the Word 
of God. The circulation was very good—188 
books in two days. Bibles, Testaments and 
Scripture portions were sold in all of the camps 
among these simple people, who with open 
heart received the Word with gladness. May 
God our Father make this seed sown in these 
cold and lonely places among the mountain 
snows, germinate and bear abundant fruit to 
the honor and glory of his name. 

“T have done what I could to scatter the 
precious seed in these isolated villages. I have 
had to traverse great distances across the 
towering cordillera, in my eagerness to leave 
at least a Gospel portion with these lonely souls. 
I have been brought to the doors of the prison 
through tumults, and have suffered many tribu- 
lations; but, glory to God, his Word has been 
circulated.” 

* * * 

Our colporteur might have added that he had 
been brought not only to the gates of prison, 
but also to the gates of death. At this point in 
his journey his strength broke down. He was 
brought to the coast and to the hospital, and 
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the medical report revealed his condition to be 
serious. 

Rest and care found a body to work on which 
had been accustomed to clean and simple living. 
After a short time he was able to return home, 
and after further rest, to resume work. 


The conditions of travel where this journey 
was made, and in many parts of the Andes, are 
exhausting to the body and trying to the spirit. 
The animals are usually very unsatisfactory. 
The saddle and equipment are of the rudest. 
The traveler may go for hours without see- 
ing a human habitation; and in such places 
there is usually nothing for either man or 
beast, sometimes not even water. The trail 
is frequently rough and steep, up or down, 
and the changes in one day of travel may 
be from tropical heat to bitter cold. To the 
wear of such journeying is added the strain 
of the high altitude; for the journey ranges 
between 8,000 and 16,000 feet. At the end of 
the day the traveler may arrive at a dwelling 
or village, or he may have to spend the night 
in the open, grateful, if there is rain or snow, 
to have the shelter of.a rock. Even when he 
does reach a dwelling, and is fortunate enough 
to find hospitable folk, the house is often a one- 
room hut, in which the whole family, with 
sundry animals, pass the night together. The 
bed is usually some verminous. sheepskins 
spread on the dirt floor; the food, owing to the 
fact that water boils at a low temperature on 
the heights, is seldom properly cooked. In 
many such places the conditions would appall 
the modern city dweller. Yet, such journeys 
have to be made when passing from one popu- 
lous area to another, and when away from the 
through routes between the principal cities. 
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Lucy Jo 


Our heroine lives among the Mexicans 
and is learning to love the Japanese 


By tHp Reverenp J. J. Morean, Secretary, Southwestern District 


NE Sunday, to everyone’s surprise, a room for them in the inn.’” At the close of 
() little Chinese girl appeared in the Sun- _ the school, the children’s offering amounted to 
day School of the Mexican Methodist $5.50, and they voted to send it to help the 
Church in Houston. Questioned, she explained 
that her name was Lucy Jo, and that her 
mother, a widow, ran a small Chinese restau- 
rant near the Mexican quarter. She sat atten- 
tive through the lesson and then attached her- 
self, without a word, to Miss Eugenia Smith, 
the teacher, trailing her from class to class and 
sitting beside her during the church service. 
To be followed by a string of children is no 
novelty to Miss Smith, who, after many years 
as deaconess in charge of Wesley Community 
House, is guide, philosopher, and friend to a 
large part of the Mexican colony. But this 
quaint little Chinese girl was something of a 
problem, particularly when, after church, she het : 
started back to Wesley House at Miss Smith’s LUCY JO, HER BROTHERS MONT GUM AND 
heels. Said Miss Smith, gently: “Good-bye, MOON FOO, AND MISS EUGENIA SMITH 


Lucy Jo. Ihave to goin and takeanap.” Said 
Lucy Jo: “Please, may I come in and watch starving children in China. The small Mexi- 


you do it? I won’t make any noise.” Miss cams were impressed and indignant when they 
Smith had not the heart to refuse, and thereby realized that these far-away unfortunates were 


So 


she gained not only one devoted small parish- compatriots of their own classmates, Lucy Jo 
ioner, but, in a very short time, Lucy Jo’s and her brothers. Said one of them to Lucy Jo: 
mother and brothers also. “Don’t you and your mother just hate the Japa- 

Now, Lucy Jo is the proud possessor of one nese for what they are doing to your people?” 
of the Bibles which the American Bible Society But Lucy Jo has learned her lesson well. 
helps Wesley House to give, each year, to the “No,” she replied, slowly, “it makes my mother 
most faithful attendants in their daily vacation very sad, but she says we mustn’t hate them. 
Bible school. She has been away from China so long, that she 


There were 330 children in the school this doesn’t know much about why they are fight- 
year, and, writes Miss Smith, “We could have ing. So we pray every night that God will for- 
had that many more, but both Wesley House - give them all, and that He will let whichever 
and the church were full, and so there was ‘no side is right win.” 


Library on Wheels 


WELCOME sight to the patients of the no ordinary table, laden with medicine or sur- 
Kiowa Indian Hospital is this cheerful- gical instruments; it is the hospital’s “library 
looking Indian girl as she comes wheel- on wheels.” 

ing her table through the wards. For this is Located in Lawton, Oklahoma, Kiowa Indian 
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Hospital takes care of an average of 300 pa- 
tients, most of them from the Chickasaw, Choc- 
taw, and Cherokee tribes. About half of them 
know English, and the missionaries who work 
in the hospital have for some time been dis- 
turbed about the type of literature read by the 
patients—most of the younger generation being 
devoted to cheap story magazines. 

Several months ago, the Reverend H. F. Gil- 
bert and his associates decided to provide some- 
thing better. Ten Indian mission churches, of 
various denominations, became interested and 
started collecting high-class used magazines 
and books. The head doctor gladly supplied a 
rolling table, and detailed an Indian nurse to 
carry it through the building, help the patients 
make their selections, and keep track of the 
books. 


At Mr. Gilbert’s request, the American Bible 
Society donated a quantity of English Scrip- 
tures for the library; and now has come a call 
for Testaments and portions in Choctaw and 
Cherokee. These, too, are being furnished, so 
that the older Indians, who know no English, 
can read the Word of God in their own tongue. 

Who is the venerable gentleman sitting be- 
side the library table? He is Timbo, the first 
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Comanche to join the Deyo Mission forty-three 
years ago. 
ing struck by a car. 


He suffered a modern accident, be- 
In the old days long be- 


THE LIBRARY ON WHEELS, ITS ATTENDANT, 
AND TIMBO 


fore such an accident was possible, Dr. Deyo 
led Timbo to Christ. The story runs that fifty 
other Indians said they would accept Christ as 
their Saviour; but, when the missionary told 
them how straight and narrow the road is, all 
but Timbo turned back. 


Secretary Hudspeth 


“aaa accompanying pictures will help intro- 
duce the better to our readers three men 
whose names will appear often in the columns 
of the RECORD. 

Rev. C. D. Brackenridge is the secretary of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society at San- 
tiago, Chile. Since the cooperative arrange- 
ment went into effect in 1986 between the two 
Societies for the work in Paraguay and Chile, 
Mr. Brackenridge has looked after the work of 
the American Bible Society in Chile as well as 
that of the British Society. 


Secretary Hudgell 


Secretary Brackenridge 


Rev. W. H. Hudspeth, M.A., is the secretary 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society in 
Shanghai, now associated with Secretary Lacy 
in the administration of the joint work in war- 
torn but Bible-loving China. 

Rev. E. W. G. Hudgell, M.A., is the secretary 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society admin- 
istering in Cairo the work for both Societies in 
the Bible Lands Agency, South, as Secretary 
Bell of the American Bible Society administers 
at Beirut the joint work in the Bible Lands 
Agency, North. 
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This Business of Giving 


The Associate Secretary chats informally with 
RECORD readers and makes some practical suggestions 


By Roms A. Berts 


who does not know that we have been pass- 

ing through a period of economic. stress 
and strain since the autumn of 1929 which can 
be equaled by no other similar period in our 
history? 

As the Secretary responsible for securing 
gifts from individuals for the Society’s work, 
I have been acutely conscious of these hard 
times. Yet, from what I hear and observe, I 
believe that the Society has been no harder hit 
than perhaps most charitable and religious in- 
stitutions. Secretary Brown, in a previous 
issue of the RECORD, has described what hap- 
pened during these same hard years to our in- 
come from the churches. The story about indi- 
vidual giving is similar. Take a quick look at 
what has happened since 1929. The figures 
given are the total annual gifts to the Society 
from individual donors: 

1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 
$174,704 $171,737 $147,114 $117,501 $92,995 $87,644 $92,535 $105,744 $98,277 

We thought we had turned the corner in 
1936, but 1987 left us wondering if we had 
after all. Not only were the number of dollars 
affected in these years, but also the number of 
donors, which dropped from over 21,000 in 
1929 to 12,000 in 1934, recovering to 16,000 in 
19372 

Against these facts as a background I should 
like to set a few general observations with re- 
gard to giving to causes like the American 
Bible Society, and then add one or two further 
observations of a more intimate nature. 

I cannot state with exactness, but I strongly 
suspect that when incomes began to shrink 
about 1930, it was not the luxury items of the 
budget that suffered first, but rather the items 
(if any) related to benevolent giving. The 
accompanying chart should give Christian peo- 
ple pause. It tells a terrifying tale of our pres- 
ent national standard of values. Have we as a 
people become so infatuated with the material 
and “the number of things which a man pos- 
sesseth,” that we are increasingly forgetting 


[ there anyone now living in this country 


our responsibilities toward those forces which 
truly help to create the abundant life of which 
Jesus spoke? The chart gives an answer which 
seems conclusive enough. 
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In 1936 the total declared net taxable na- 
tional income amounted to more than nineteen 
billion dollars. Of this sum fifteen percent or 
nearly $3,000,000,000 could have been given 
to charity and exemption claimed in the pay- 
ment of income taxes. The government en- 
courages giving to that extent to private agen- 
cies engaged in public welfare. Actually less 
than $400,000,000 were so contributed, which 
was slightly more than two percent. The Bibli- 
cal tithe was not even remotely approached, and 
at no time for which records are available has 
it been approached. It appears that we prefer 
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to pay crime bills, which we do not realize we 
are paying, rather than to aid social and reli- 
gious agencies which help to prevent crime. 
Seventeen billion dollars represents our ap- 
proximate annual crime bill as against the less 
than one half billion we contribute for social 
uplift. We are indeed a strange and incompre- 
hensible folk. 


I believe that these figures have a definite 
bearing upon the decline of income to the 
American Bible Society. In addition, I believe 
that the Bible Society has suffered from the 
fact that givers drop or cut such agencies be- 
fore they do their local church or charity; for 
it is human nature to respond to local needs 
and neighborhood appeals above all others. 
Add to this the fact that by far the greater part 
of the Society’s effort to secure funds must be 
conducted by mail, since it has no local organi- 
zations through which it can function in each 
community. The Bible Society is something 
very worthy; but it is far off, general, not inti- 
mate, not apparent in immediate personal need. 
Therefore it suffers at the hands of even chari- 
table, Christian citizens. 

In spite of these difficulties, and in spite of 
the present situation, I am convinced that the 
American Bible Society has potentially an un- 
rivaled appeal and is rendering the most funda- 
mental service that is being given in support of 
the Christian Church today. I do not need to 
recount here the Society’s achievements—that 
occupies most of the space in this magazine 
from month to month. 

But this is important. The other day I asked 
Secretary North why he thought the Society 
needed more money and should try in every 
way to secure an increased budget for next 
year. Here is his reply: 

The American Bible Society needs more 
money now: 

—because the one hope of our fear-wracked, sin- 
ridden world is the gospel of Jesus Christ; 

—hbecause the gospel is known, gripped, experienced 
in fullness only as men have in their hands the 
one primary source for knowledge of it and for 
contact with Him; 

—hbecause the power of that primary source—the 
Bible—to transform the life of men of every 
race and condition and to remold the society in 
which they live has been abundantly demon- 


strated; 
—because the great masses of people in the world 
do not have the Bible, do not even know of it; 
—because no commercial process will bring it to 
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them; for throughout Asia, Africa, Latin 
America, and many other areas, the cost of 
translation, publication, and sale is from two 
to six times more than the masses of wage- 
earners and farmers can pay; if they are to 
buy the Scriptures, more privileged persons 
must pay the difference; 

—hbecause the Society is the only agency in America 
devoted to the world-wide and country-wide ef- 
fort to distribute the Bible; 

—because the Society—one hundred and twenty-two 
years at the task—is now better prepared in 
organization than ever to bring about an in- 
creased distribution rapidly and efficiently and 
with little or no increase in overhead, and its 
new relations with foreign Bible Societies— 
likewise overburdened—prevent duplication of 
work; 

—-because the distribution today is hardly keeping 
pace with the annual increase in the literate 
population of the world; 

—pbecause there is now among great populations and 
over great areas an open readiness of people to 
hear about the Scriptures and to buy them far 
beyond the present resources of the Society to 
meet; 

—because in some areas distribution must be pushed 
to the full before swift changes in public or 
governmental attitudes make distribution diffi- 
cult or perilous; in other areas doors of oppor- 
tunity may open suddenly and temporarily ; 

—hbecause the distribution of Scriptures reaches 
hundreds of thousands of persons whom no 
other Christian effort will reach; 

—hbecause at points the growth of membership in 
the Christian churches is requiring Scriptures 
faster than the Society can supply; it is ca- 
lamitous if new Christians cannot have them; 

—because no measure actually meets today’s chaotic 
conditions more surely than laying right foun- 
dations for the long future now. 


I believe that every pastor, church member, 
and believer reading thoughtfully and prayer- 
fully this answer will find himself in full agree- 
ment with all of its thirteen points. 

May I now make a practical suggestion and 
ask your cooperation? This year Universal Bible 
Sunday (December 11) will celebrate the trans- 
lation of the Scriptures into the 1,000th tongue, 
a monumental achievement in which the Amer- 
ican Bible Society has had a worthy share. 
Surely, no finer opportunity could be presented 
than this one for the churches and individuals 
alike to remember the Society with a special 
offering or a memorial gift. Bible Classes, mis- 
sionary societies, Sunday School groups, may 
want to have a share in making Bible Sunday 
this year an occasion of real service to the Bible 
cause. As a BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD reader, 
won’t you use your influence in whatever 
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groups you belong to? If you would like to 
undertake a special project such as helping to 
underwrite a new translation, or pay for a col- 
porteur’s salary in some country in which you 
are interested, won’t you write to me and let 
me help you make your selection? You will find 
a few such projects listed on the back cover. 
The Society’s task of securing funds neces- 
sary to provide even a minimum budget is a 
large one. It is more than a one-man (or even 
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a ten-man) job. We urge as many of our 
friends as hear the call to assist the Society to 
climb back at least to the position it occupied 
ten years ago. 

I can think of nothing finer than that little 
groups of earnest people should spring up here 
and there across our land with determination 
that the Christian people in their community 
shall be made to face the responsibility of shar- 
ing the Bible with the rest of their fellow men. 


Saturated with the Scriptures 
A true story of 1938 out of the life of 


an American graduate theological student 


By THE REVEREND JAMES EK. BELL 


AVID PRICE and I were sitting on the 
D campus where we were pursuing sum- 
mer graduate study. I felt there was 
something strangely rich in David’s life. Fi- 
nally, I drew from him this story. 

When twelve years of age David went to live 
in his grandfather’s home. His grandfather, 
the Reverend Charles Woodward, lived in a sub- 
urb of Milwaukee. He was about seventy-five 
years old—a retired Methodist preacher who 
had labored with primitive churches since his 
eighteenth year. His church work was in the 
pioneer days when music was thought an inven- 
tion of the devil—at least that of the organ or 
the piano. So he played the violin and led the 
singing and preached, and rode the circuit. 
Later he came into considerable pastorates. 
His grandson remembers him as a large man, 
over six feet tall, and even at the age of seventy- 
five his shoulders, David proudly recalls, were 
still square. 

On entering his grandfather’s home, David 
found that it long had been his grandfather’s 
custom to spend an hour daily with the Bible 
after the evening meal. On Sundays the time 
was extended so as to include family worship. 
This was the invariable order of the day, and 
to it all visiting relatives and friends and 
strangers were invited. 

Grandson David was drawn into this daily 
Bible-study hour, in the two and a half years 
he spent in that home. At the end of that time 
the practice of the grandfather was so inherent 
a part of the grandson, that every day since, in 


the ten intervening years, he has continued to 
read seven chapters, completing the reading of 
the Bible each year since he came under the 
guidance of his grandfather. Seldom, in these 
ten years, has David failed in this daily prac- 
tice. In these rare lapses, because of illness or 
seasons of vacation, he has invariably made up 
the readings missed. 

As I inquired into the benefits which have 
accrued through the decade David has pursued 
his grandfather’s daily Bible readings, I learned 
both as to the way the grandfather managed 
the study of the Scriptures with David, and the 
high regard in which the grandson holds the 
grandfather because of what he bequeathed to 
him through the study of the Bible. 

At the close of each day, David gratefully re- 
calls, the grandfather would sit with his wife 
and grandson, reading the customary seven 
Bible chapters. After the reading, the grand- 
mother would retire to clear the table and wash 
the dishes. But David remained with his 
grandfather, and they two would go back over 
the Scriptures read, to quicken their memory 
and understanding. In the case of the Old Tes- 
tament study, for example, David recalls that 
his grandfather was careful to point out the 
degree of progress or decline in the life of the 
Hebrew people. In their study of this people 
the older student delighted in making clear to 
the younger how, for instance, human sacrifice 
came to be abandoned, and how the Jews were 
liberated from some of their narrow concep- 

(Turn to page 148) 
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Dr. Brown Returns to the Pastorate 


with interest that the Board of Managers, 

at its October meeting, received the resig- 
nation of General Secretary Brown and with 
regret accepted it. For fourteen years a pastor 
and with many gifts for that service, as well as 
for a secretaryship, Dr. Brown desired to re- 
spond favorably to the enthusiastic call of the 
West Presbyterian Church of 
Binghamton, New York, whose 
pastor, the Reverend Dr. Lloyd 
Stanton Ruland, has recently 
been appointed a secretary of 
the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. 8. A. Pastorates and 
secretaryships have more in 
common than is sometimes sup- 
posed. Each profits by expe- 
rience gained in the other, as 
Dr. Brown’s service with the 
Society has well evidenced. 
Both have so vital a part to 
play in the life of the church 
and the advance of the king- 
dom of Christ, that a man’s 
choice of either is a worthy one. 
Dr. Brown’s ten years and a 
half with the Society have cov- 
ered one of the most strenuous 
decades in its history; for dur- 
ing his second year of service the depression 
broke upon the country—and on the Society! 
There followed the difficult years of financial 
adjustments—a tame word for a hard and often 
painful labor. The pressure of the situation 
weighed the more heavily on Dr. Brown as his 
duties related primarily to securing the sup- 
port of the Society from churches and indi- 
viduals. The burden involved he has carried 
with devotion and courage. Among the many 
denominations to which the Society is related 
he has enlarged the number of its friends, and 
has won to its support several denominations 
not previously enlisted. When he became Sec- 
retary, some twenty-seven denominations sent 
representatives to the Society’s annual Advi- 
sory Council meeting. This year the invitations 
will go out to forty-six. His colleagues respect 
highly his familiarity with the channels by 
which due and proper access to the governing 


NRIENDS of the Bible Society will learn 
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bodies of the churches can be had in the inter- 
ests of the Society. It is a testimony to his 
capacities as well as to the cause that he has 
found a welcome everywhere among groups as 
varied as are the American Protestant churches. 

The changed economic conditions made diffi- 
cult likewise the enlistment of support from 
individual donors, thousands of whom were un- 
able to maintain their contri- 
butions. The friendly relation 
of the Society to the remainder, 
and the perplexing task of se- 
curing replacements for those 
who had lapsed, were steadily 
prosecuted by Dr. Brown. A 
number of helpful improve- 
ments in the processes he in- 
itiated and carried out. One of 
the members of the Board has 
already intimated that the So- 
ciety’s support in the vicinity 
of Binghamton is now likely to 
increase! 

During the last two years, 
after some changes in admin- 
istrative organization, Dr. 
Brown took charge of the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures in 
the United States through the 
Society’s ten Districts and four 
Divisions of the Haven Agency. 
His prompt appraisal of, and action upon, as- 
pects of the work needing special attention has 
clarified and improved this important phase of 
the Society’s endeavors also. 

To the Society’s promotion of Bible Sunday, 
already established, Dr. Brown brought a skil- 
ful planning that resulted in a steady and very 
large increase in the country-wide interest in 
this annual event. More than 100,000 sets of 
literature are annually mailed to pastors. The 
response as evidenced by calls for Bible Sunday 
literature reached the number of 9,468 requests 
for 1,347,400 responsive reading leaflets in 
1934. Many columns of newspaper publicity 
were secured, and the Society’s releases were 
welcomed at editorial desks all across the coun- 
try. Two widely used lantern slide lectures 
and several of the Society’s most successful 
leaflets were prepared by Dr. Brown. 

In so brief a review little can be said of many 
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other aspects of the General Secretary’s work, 
—the selection of personnel, much public speak- 
ing, counsel of colleagues, committees, and the 
Board, emergency duties of many kinds, con- 
stant correspondence, and much travel. Of it 
all Dr. Brown has carried his very full share 
with devoted alertness to the Society’s interests. 


The church to which Dr. Brown goes is one 
of some 1,400 members, with many organiza- 
tions and a large service to render. The So- 
ciety extends to the church its congratulations 
on their choice, and to Dr. Brown and his fam- 
ily best wishes for a most happy pastorate. To 
it the Society knows Dr. Brown brings not only 
administrative capacity and skill as a preacher, 
but a deep and earnest affection for the Chris- 
tian’s Book of Books and for Him who is its 
message to mankind. 


Saturated with the Scriptures 
(Continued from page 146) 


tions of God and neighbor. At times these two 
lingered on certain noble passages in the Old 
Testament in order to enjoy their sheer poetry. 

When David remarked about the poetry of 
the Scriptures, my pulse of attention beat 
faster. Once or twice in the class the professor 
had read a poem by David Price, eliciting my 
immediate interest. Here let me give you one 
of his poems which I heard the teacher read, 
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marked by a simple and stately diction, appar- 
ently manifesting the influence of David’s read- 
ing of the Scriptures daily for more than a 
dozen years, and embodying a picture of an 
old bishop: 


And when the dawn had come, and peace once more 

Did hold full sway within his holy realm, 

The bishop hastened through his morning tasks, 

That he might spend his hour alone and thank 

His God for what had come to pass the day before. 

At last his morning’s work was done— 

Each plant had had its very special care; 

Every growing weed had known the hoe’s sharp 
edge— 

He laid away his garden tools with care 

And sought the quiet of his chapel cell. 


There on his knees and, face to face, he met 
To pray unto his Father, God, and Friend. 

He asked his Lord in humble prayer that He 
Would watch and care for one who, yesterday, 
Had learned the value of a friend and left 
His parish house a finer, richer man. 

And as the tears of joy rolled down his cheek, 
The bishop rose once more and with one last 
Amen resigned his soul unto his God; 

And as he raised his eyes upon his cross, 
There came to him a light, and to his ears 

A voice, as unto Saul upon the road, 

That spoke to him, commanding him to teach. 


“Does not this picture of the good old 
bishop,” I asked David, “reflect your childhood 
memory of your own grandfather?” He had 
not thought of that. ‘Probably it does,’ he an- 
swered, “but I was unconscious of it.’’ 


The man in the picture 
is a king. He is the king 
of IXorror, an island in the 
Palau group under the 
Japanese mandate, east of 
the Philippine Islands in 
the South Seas. He is a 
king, but he cannot read. 
Little Titus was sold into 
bondage for 200 yen by his 
mother, but was rescued 
by a missionary, who also 
gave him his Bible name. 
Titus is reading from a 
Japanese Bible to the 
king of Korror about the 
King of Love. 
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From Our Mail Bag 


HE following letter came 

to Secretary Betts a few 
weeks ago. This blind friend 
has discovered with the eyes of 
her soul the three forms of 
service that every reader of the 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD is asked 
to give to the work of the 
American Bible Society: 1. 
Making a personal gift, how- 
ever small; 2. Interesting oth- 
ers in reading the BIBLE So- 
CIETY RECORD; 3. Distributing 
Scriptures to those who other- 
wise would not have them. 
How many of the three are you 
rendering? 


KIND FRIEND: I am one of the 
sightless individuals to whom you 
and your Society have shown such 
great kindness and generosity. I 
have listened with deep interest to 
the reading of your letters and to 
the information which has accom- 
panied them. My regret is that I 
cannot send you a real donation. 
But, remembering your kindly 
courtesy of last year, in accepting 
my little thank offering, I am ven- 
turing to enclose another dollar in 
stamps. 

For many years I have felt very 
thankful to the American Bible 


Society, not only for its great gen- 
erosity to the blind, but for its 
wonderful accomplishments, in 
aiding all lines of missionary 
work in all lands. In furnishing 
the sacred Scriptures in so many 
languages, you are providing the 
foundation for all missionary 
work. 

I have been trying to think of 
some plan by which I might be 
able to secure some financial as- 
sistance for you. I am living ina 
sparsely settled rural community 
up in the grand old Rockies. The 
members of our little church are 
nearly all very poor, and we are 
interested in so many lines of mis- 
sionary work that it is often diffi- 
cult to know which line of work is 
most in need of our dimes or our 
dollar. 

I hire a neighbor to come in 
occasionally to read to me, and I 
have greatly enjoyed the BIBLE 
Society ReEcorp. I still have 
every copy, and it has recently oc- 
curred to me that I may be able to 
interest in the RECORD some of 
the members of another small 
church in this community. I could 
not hope to do much; for I am 
sixty-seven years old and would 
find it necessary to hire a guide 
when calling on my neighbors. 
But I can assure you that my in- 
terest in your glorious work is 
genuine. 

For a number of years I have 
been loaning and giving and, occa- 
sionally, selling Spanish and Eng- 
lish Bibles, which I have pur- 
chased from the Denver House of 
the American Bible Society. Your 
prices have been so reasonable 
that I have been able to give Bi- 
bles to persons who could not have 
paid for them. Sincerely, 

Mrs. J. B. W. 


From a lover of the Bible 
comes this message: 


I am enclosing five dollars as a 
gift in memory of my father, a 


pastor of Evangelical Lutheran 
congregations of the Synod of 
Missouri, Ohio, and other states. 
He died January 19, 1938, after 
serving almost forty years in the 
Lord’s vineyard. I know he ap- 
preciated and respected the work 
of the American Bible Society. I 
have been employed this year, and 
although I am not working regu- 
larly at present, I wish to do some- 
thing in my father’s memory, and 
I cannot think of a better memo- 
rial to his character and memory 
than a gift toward the fine work 
you are doing in spreading the 
gospel of Christ. 

My bit seems little compared to 
what you receive or what a person 
would like to give to such work, 
but I hope and pray it may be the 
means of bringing the gospel to 
some souls thirsting for light and 
knowledge. I am thankful for the 
opportunity to make gifts to such 
a worthy cause as yours, and I 
hope that your work may increase 
and spread. Our Synod has for- 
eign missions, but, of course, does 
not translate or publish the Bible 
except in German and English; 
that is why I am glad you trans- 
late the Bible in all languages. 
Your Society is the only one I 
know of that does this work. It 
would be cause for thanksgiving 
if you did only this great work, 
not considering the other valuable 
services you render. 


AN annuitant writes: 


I am deeply thankful that the 
love of The Book is mine by in- 
heritance—my father’s family 
were Pilgrims; my mother’s, 
Covenanters; but more than 
that, I have proved the truth of 
its wonderful teaching for myself, 
especially this last year, when I 
really have “passed through the 
valley of the shadow of death” and 
“have found no evil,” and instead 
of the anticipated pain and rest- 
lessness, I could truly say, “The 
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eternal God is my refuge, and 
underneath are the everlasting 
arms.” 

@ e 


ROM Prague, Czechoslo- 

vakia, comes word of the 
death, on September 6, of the 
Reverend John S. Porter, re- 
tired missionary of the Ameri- 
can Board who for many years 
cooperated with the Society in 
providing Scriptures for the 
needy people of Czechoslovakia. 


THIS year should not pass 
without a word of congratula- 
tion to the Scripture Gift Mis- 
sion, who are celebrating their 
golden jubilee. Operating in 
England, Canada, Australia, 
and New Zealand, they dis- 
tributed in their fiftieth year 
ending March 31, 1938, 27,221 
Bibles, 102,718 New Testa- 
ments, and 2,425,350 Gospels 
or other complete books of the 
Bible. Beside these they dis- 
tributed millions of booklets 
with selections from the Scrip- 
tures and little Bible tract 
cards. May their great work 


continue. 
e e 


THE “Let’s go back to the 
Bible” broadcasts being given 
on Sunday afternoons by Dr. 
Will H. Houghton and the 
Moody singers are meeting 
with a hearty response. The 
list of the various stations 
where these may be heard was 
given in the October RECORD. 


SCRIPTURE circulation in 
Japan is on the increase. For 
the first half of 1938 the total 
distribution for the Japan 
Agency was 387,133 volumes. 
This is an increase of 81 per- 
cent over the same period last 
year. Marked Bible circulation 
indicates increased interest and 


reading. The slogan for Bible 
Sunday in Japan in December 
is “Fifty years of the Bible in 
Japan.” We hope to give REC- 
ORD readers a report of this 
celebration later. 


FOLLOWING two disastrous 
fires, one in Manila and the 
other in a neighboring city, 
Secretary Fonger of the Philip- 
pines Agency sent his Bible 
House truck to the areas and 
distributed Gospel portions 
free to those who desired them. 


Distributing Gospel portions to fire 
sufferers in Manila 


There was a hearty response 
and a willingness to read. No 
books were given without the 
people knowing what they 
were and the motive behind the 
offer. A total of 2,000 were 
distributed. The accompany- 
ing picture indicates the degree 
of interest shown. 


From the Lutheran Stand- 
ard comes a news item telling 
of the recent death of a man 
who knew the Bible by heart. 
That person was Dr. W. L. 
Baxter, of Glasgow, who died 
at the age of ninety-six years. 
A news dispatch brings the al- 
most incredible report: ‘“De- 
spite his age, he was able to 
the last to repeat any passage 
from memory.” The only ap- 
proach to this unique accom- 
plishment was the feat of 
Frances Ridley Havergal, who 
is said to have memorized the 
New Testament, the Psalter, 
and the prophesies of Isaiah. 
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October Meeting of the 
Board 


HE sixth stated meeting of 

the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society in its 
one hundred and_ twenty-third 
year was held at the Bible House, 
Park Avenue and 57th Street, 
New York, on Thursday, October 
6, 1938, at 3:30 p.m., President 
John T. Manson in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Edward H. Hume, M.D. 

The minutes of the fourth 
stated meeting of the year were 
approved, it being reported that 
no meeting was held on the date 
for the fifth stated meeting. 

Minutes of the various standing 
committees were presented and 
approved, and their recommenda- 
tions adopted. 

The resignation of General Sec- 
retary George Wm. Brown, to take 
effect not later than January 1, 
1939, was accepted with deep re- 
gret. 

The President was requested to 
appoint a committee to prepare 
appropriate resolutions for pres- 
entation at the next meeting of 
the Board. 

The publication of an edition of 
50,000 copies of a university edi- 
tion of the Gospel of St. John was 
approved. 

Participation by the Society in 
the Golden Gate International Ex- 
position at San Francisco in 1939 
was approved. 

A copy of the Gospel of St. Luke 
in Ecuadorean Quechua, trans- 
lated by Mrs. J. W. Woodward, 
was presented. 

Authorization was given for the 
sending of invitations to forty- 
six denominations to be repre- 


sented at the annual meeting of 
the Advisory Council on Novem- 
ber 30, 1938. 


The meeting was adjourned. 


A FINAL WORD 

Ask your pastor if he is 
going to celebrate Universal 
Bible Sunday, December 11. 
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) for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

j,_ My Great Redeemer's Praise! 
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cA PRAYER answered. For some portion of the Word of God now appears in more than 
1,000 languages and dialects. But a vast field still remains unexplored. One thousand 
more tongues must be translated into before the end is reached. And much remains to be 
done in languages which now have only a small portion of Scripture available in them 


if 
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Then, too, the work of translation is only one aspect of the tremendous task of getting 
these life-giving truths into the hands of people hungry for them 


Here are a few specific needs of the American Bible Society for this coming year: 


1 For translating and publishing St. John in Cuyo, the first portion of the 


Bible ever to appear in this Philippine Islands dialect $400 
y OU may apply your gift 2 To continue the skilled revision of the Old Testament in Cantonese spoken 
to as many of these pro- by some thirty million people in South China $1,500 


jects as you wish, or let the t p ’ 
; z 3 To provide the difference between the cost of Scripture volumes for the blind 


Society apply it where the im- and the price at which the Society makes them available $7,500 


mediate need seems greatest ; 
4 For printing the Old Testament for the Bulus, a people living in the French 


Cameroon section of Africa $7,000 


5 To enable two colporteurs to spread the Word in the face of great diffi- 
culties amid hitherto unreached villages in the mountainous Andean section 


of Peru $1,000 


6 To supply the expected demand for 40,000 New Testaments to help 
steady the lives of boys in our C.C.C. camps $2,000 


7 For paying the yearly salaries of 15 colporteurs distributing the 
Scriptures along 550 miles of the river Nile with its thronging 


Bibleless thousands $4,670 
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American Bible Society 
Bible House, New York, N.Y. 


Conscious of the great opportunity and need confronting the American Bible Society, and glad to respond 
. . . . . . : 
to this invitation to share in its work, | send herewith the amount checked. " 


Name 


Address 


Cit 
us State 


$500 O $250 O $100 O $75 O $50 O $25 0 $10 O $50 $10 


@ Agift of One Dollar will entitle the donor to the “Bible Society Record” for one year @ 


